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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office action is responsive to Applicant's PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT, 
filed September 7, 2006. Claims 18-34 are pending. 

Priority 

2. Receipt Is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 18, 19 and 23-25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0177783 (Seymour). 

Regarding claims 18, 19 and 23-25, Seymour discloses a method for Identifying 
a proof copy having a printed Image of defective quality Including: providing an 
imprinted material containing a plurality of proof copies (multiple contract proofs joined 
together in mosaic fashion (paragraph 0049)); taking a photographic image of at least a 
portion of said imprinted material; generating data correlated with said photographic 
image (contract proof scanned to produce prepress image (paragraph 0049)); checking 
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said generated data and determining tine existence of an error reducing tlie quality of a 
proof copy on said printed image on said printed material (correction step corrects for 
distortions inherent in the image sensor (paragraph 0052), geometric distortion 
(paragraph 0053)); providing an electronically generated data set containing information 
regarding at least one of arrangement, form, and size of said proof copies arranged on 
said imprinted material (digital representation (template image) created (paragraph 
0045), stored in template storage (paragraph 0051)); generating information regarding a 
location of said proof copy with said error (template image provided for alignment with 
acquired image (paragraph 0058); comparison of template and acquired images to 
detect defects (paragraph 0061)); and determining a location of said proof copy with 
said error by comparing said photographic image data and said electronically generated 
data set (presence and (x, y) locations of potential defects (paragraph 0063)). The 
method further includes obtaining said electronically generated data set other than 
photographically (template image could be created from data files used to create the 
printing plate (paragraph 0045)); marking said proof copy with said error reducing said 
quality of said printed image (presence or absence of a defect may be used to trigger a 
mechanism by which the corresponding impression may be marl^ed as defective 
(paragraph 0063)); applying an identifying marking to said proof copy with said error 
reducing said quality of said printed image (markings identify defects (paragraph 0063)); 
and providing a monitor and displaying said proof copy with said error reducing said 
quality of said printed image on said monitor (acquired image with the defect area 
highlighted may be displayed to a pressman (paragraph 0063)). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 28-34 are allowed. 

6. Claims 20-22, 26 and 27 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: No prior art has been found to disclose or suggest Applicant's method for 
identifying a proof copy having a printed image of defective quality as recited in claim 
18, wherein the method further includes "preparing said electronically generated data 
set using a process step in which said imprinted material is processed," as recited in 
claim 20, or "producing a punch matrix for separating said proof copies from said 
imprinted material, and obtaining said electronically generated data set during said 
producing of said punch matrix," as recited in claim 21 , or "using a CAD system for 
obtaining said electronically generated data set," as recited in claim 22, or "separating 
said proof copy with said error reducing said quality of said printed image from 
remaining ones of said plurality of proof copies on said imprinted material following 
printing of said imprinted material," as recited in claim 26, or "separating said proof copy 
with said error reducing said quality of said printed image from said imprinted material 
using a punching out process," as recited in claim 27. No prior art has been found to 
disclose or suggest Applicant's method for identifying a proof copy having a printed 
image of defective quality including steps of "making a punch matrix for use in 
separating said individual ones of said plurality of proof copies from said imprinted 
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material; providing a data set regarding shapes of said individual ones of said plurality 
of proof copies using information from said making of said punch matrix; providing an 
image processing system; and comparing data from said image of said individual ones 
of said proof copies and from said data set using said image processing system," as 
recited in independent claim 28. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 5,384,859 (Bolza-Schunemann et al.) discloses a method for quality 
control of printed sheets, wherein a multiplicity of proof images are scanned, and their 
density values measured and stored for each proof judged acceptable by an inspector. 

U.S. Patent 6,333,987 (Reinhard et al.) discloses a process for assessing the 
quality of processed material, wherein if a predetermined number of faults are counted, 
a signal is generated and can be used to shut down the press or to advise the press 
operator of the existence of the recurring fault. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas D. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7436. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30-5:00, alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Thomas D Lee/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



